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Diocesan Safeguarding Day 2021
Letter from Archbishop Farrell

Sunday, 26 September, is Diocesan Safeguarding Day.
This year our focus is on safeguarding in a time of
pandemic.

Our Safeguarding Day poster, which is available to
download on www.csps.dublindiocese.ie draws attention
to some of the ways we have tried to protect each other
during this time: by observing social distancing
guidelines; by wearing face masks; by caring for the
poor as we see two people putting together hampers for
distribution to poor families at Christmas. When we
refer to safeguarding we think of the steps we take to
protect children and vulnerable adults from abuse. Our
recent experiences of Covid-19 remind us that this is
not something new or alien. The terminology may be
different, but the activity of protecting the young and
the vulnerable has always been central to who we are
as a Christian community.

While the term ‘vulnerable adult’” has a particular
meaning within our policies and guidelines, we have all learned a little bit more about what it means to be
vulnerable during this time. We have been vulnerable to illness, to the loneliness that goes with social
isolation, and to poverty as traditional sources of income dry up. We have experienced this at diocesan
level through the very painful experience of letting go of some of our much loved and valued colleagues.
We have had to make do with less. However, that opens up fresh challenges and opportunities as we learn
to share with each other, across parishes and across dioceses, our time and our expertise in the work of
safeguarding.

There have been some changes over the past year. Safeguarding training has been delivered via Zoom,
though it is hoped that people will be able to attend training in person again sometime in 2022. The
National Vetting Bureau have limited the number of roles for which vetting can be obtained. We, along with
others who work with children and vulnerable persons, have appealed against what we consider an overly
restrictive interpretation of the legislation. While we await the outcome of a review of the vetting
legislation, we must not allow this to weaken our safeguarding practices. We need to explore other means
to ensure that those who minister in our parishes do not represent a threat to the safety of children and
vulnerable adults. All this is a reminder that there is never just one way of doing things. If one door is
closed to us, we must open another.

Some things have changed, but others remain the same. In 2015, Pope Francis told us that: “Families
need to know that the Church is making every effort to protect their children. They should also know that
they have every right to turn to the Church with full confidence, for it is a safe and secure home”. Our
safeguarding practices may have to change to adapt to
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+ Dermot Farrell

Mass Times in St. Cronan’s Church MONDAY to SATURDAY 10:00am; SUNDAY (Sat Vigil) 6:00pm; 9:00am; 11:00am & 5:00pm
CONFESSIONS: SATURDAY 10:45am to 11:30am in the Pastoral Centre; ADORATION: WEDNESDAY 6pm - 9pm and FRIDAY 3pm—6pm


http://www.csps.dublindiocese.ie
http://www.coastalrosaryireland.ie/

First Confession
Monday 27" September Rang Dean
Tuesday 28" September Rang Réisin
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First Holy Communion
Saturday 2™ Oct
12:00 noon Rang Dean

MON'?I"S EBOM 4TH OCTOBER
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3:00pm Rang Roisin ON ZOOM 7:3¢ -

Confirmation
Sunday 3rd October
1:00pm Ms. Morrissey
3:00pm Mr. Melia
Saturday 9th October
12:00pm Ms. Quinn
3:00pm Ms. Conroy
Saturday 16th October
12:00pm Rang Cristoir
3:00pm Rang Emma
Sunday 17th October
1:00pm Thornleigh ETNS
& Swords ETNS

| ongoing Covid restriction
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= FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
o & CONFIRMATION
Prayer Books, Rosary Beads,

Rosettes, Medals, Souvenirs etc. for First

Holy Communion &
Confirmation  available by %
emailing the Parish Office. /

Statues of St. Joseph are available by
emailing: brackenstownparish@gmail.com
Catholic Papers & Magazines are available
in the new bookrack at the back of the

Church.
T

‘LIKE’ Legion of Mary
Brackenstown Swords

Publication of a Pastoral Letter on Climate Crisis
by Archbishop Dermot Farrell
On September 1st World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation was
held. Archbishop Dermot has just published a letter titled ‘The Cry of the
Earth — The Cry of the Poor’. Copies of the Pastoral Letter will be
available at the back of the Church from this weekend. An offering for
the booklet can be made to the parish if liked.

Bethany Bereavement Support Group
offers a free and confidential telephone support
to any bereaved parishioners who might

wish to avail of it.

Please phone - Bridget - 085 2812985
week Sunday 26th September
to Saturday 2nd October
Please phone from 6-8pm

“Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted”

You can now register your child for
First Communion & Confirmation 2022
on our parish website:
www.brackenstown-parish.com
Go to the Home Page for the link to

the Registration Form.

BASE is now enrolling
for the following
classes:

Sign Language
Creative Writing
Flower Arranging

Crochet and Knitting

Classes start the week of
27/09/2021

For more information please contact
the BASE office on 018902593

SUNDAY MASS INTENTIONS
Anniversaries

Jim & May McKay
Tony O'Reilly
Ann Valentine
Tommy Crosbie (2A)
Vincent Cox (12A)
Dcsd Members of Kelly Family
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Recently Deceased
Joan Birmingham

Fr. Jean Claude Zocli

Oppertunity acive,
FREE nd Physical Activi

initiative
for over

PARISH PRIEST & ADMINISTRATOR
FR. PAUL THORNTON

01 8401661 - 087 7404729
PAULITHORNTON@GMAIL.COM

PARISH CURATE

FR. BIBIN JACOB C.5.T., C.C.

01 8408926 - 089 4238775
BRACKENSTOWNPARISH@GMAIL.COM

PARISH PASTORAL WORKER
NIAMH MORRIS

085 7708759
NIAMH.MORRIS@DUBLINDIOCESE.IE

PERMANENT DEACON

10 AM MASSES NEXT WEEK

DECLAN COLGAN

Mon: Pray for: Anna Nessman (A)
Tues: May Comerford (RD)
Wed: John O'Brien (A)
Fit LI ne Thur: Special Intention
A friendly word to get you more active. Fri: Matt Bohan & Angie Misek (A)
Frezpbane: BJOKHEJ0R 45 Sat:  Special Healing Intention

FitLine Volunteer Mentors make regular phone calls to

John Joe, Eileen & Sean Lynch (A)

018401188
BRACKENSTOWNPARISH@GMAIL.COM

PARISH SECRETARY

LOUISE DONNELLY

TUES TO THURS 10:30AM - 1:00PM
01 8401188
BRACKENSTOWNPARISH@GMAIL.COM

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER: 20016166

people who would like to get more physically active.
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